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INTRODUCTION

Chuck Jordan lived his life with passion. 
Within these pages are glimpses of 
the things he loved. The statements 
we have included from friends, family 
and colleagues honor him in the most 
sincere way possible. No words can 

express the depth of our loss, or the 
pride and love we have for him—our 
husband, father, grandfather, friend  
and mentor. Thank you for being a part 
of his life. Though he is gone, he is all 
around us.—The Jordan Family

Deb Bryan, Mark Jordan, Chuck, Melissa Hall, and Sally.
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CAREER HIGHLIGHTS

Chuck Jordan and Dave Holls working on the ’59 Cadillacs.

Chuck’s premier GM project: Eculid. 1956 Motorama Buick Centurion.
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CAREER HIGHLIGHTS

TIMELINE
•	 Born	in	Whittier,	California,	1927
•	 Graduated	from	Fullerton	High	School	with	honors,	1945
•	 Graduated	from	M.I.T.	with	honors,	1949
•	 Started	at	GM	as	Jr.	Designer,	1949
•	 Promoted	to	Studio	Chief	Designer,	1953
•	 Lead	designer	of	five	major	products	before	age	30.		

(’55	Chevy	truck	line,	Euclid	crawler	tractor,	Aero-train,		
GMC	concept	van,	and	the	Buick	Centurion	concept	car.)

•	 Chief	Designer	of	Cadillac,	1957–1962
•	 Executive	Designer	for	Exterior	Design,	GM	Styling,	1962
•	 Named	in	Life magazine’s,	“100	of	the	most	important	young	

men	and	women	in	the	U.S.“	1962
•	 Director	of	Design,	Opel,	Germany,	1967–1970
•	 Executive	Designer	of	GM	Car	and	Truck	Design,	1970
•	 Director	of	Design,	1977
•	 Vice	President	of	Design,	1987
•	 Automotive	Hall	of	Fame,	1990
•	 Retired,	1992
•	 Honorary	degrees:	Art	Center	College	of	Design,	and	Center	

for	Creative	Studies
•	 Volunteer	teacher:	Valhalla	High	School	(six	years),	and		

La	Costa	Canyon	High	School,	CA	(1	year)

Harley Earl was pleased with Chuck’s Aero-Train design.

Chuck innovated high-style, smooth sided trucks.

Chuck and his 1947 award winning Fisher Body 
Craftsman’s Guild entry .
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CAREER HIGHLIGHTS

Chuck was passionate about this sporty elegant concept and championed the 
resulting design of the ’67 Cadillac Eldorado.

From Design Staff in the ’60s. Stan Parker, Stan Wilen, Irv Rybicki, Jack Humbert, Chuck Jordan, Dave Holls, and Paul Gillion.

Chuck	voted	into	Who’s Who.



7

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS

Chuck with the Opel CD full-size clay.

Chuck with the 100 MPG, three-cylinder composite ’92 Ultralite.

Chuck and a ’92 Seville STS.

Chuck’s preferred Corvette concept—the Corvette Indy.

“I consider myself one of the luckiest 
guys alive. All my life I’ve been able 
to do the thing I love most–design 
automobiles. It’s always been exciting 
and fun and never seemed like work. 
The biggest reward for me was seeing 
my idea coming down the street. But, 
remember, no one man designs a car. 
It’s a team effort with fellow designers, 
sculptors, and the technical people.  
For any success I’ve had over the years, 
I owe much to the talented creative 
people with whom I worked at GM 
Design through the years.”—Chuck
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FERRARI

Chuck with Sergio Pininfarina—1960s. Chuck Jordan with Sergio—1990s.

Chuck always considered a visit to Ferrari 
like going to “Mecca.” 

Chuck meets Enzo Ferrari
In ’61 Sergio Pininfarina arranged for Chuck to meet 
Enzo Ferrari. “After I met Mr. Ferrari in his office, he 
invited me to have lunch with him at Cavallino.” After 
lunch, Enzo asked Chuck if he would like to go for a 
ride with him. “I thought, ‘Wow.’ After getting in the 
car and putting on the seatbelt, I looked over and was 
amazed…there was Enzo behind the wheel! It was like 
a dream, so I just sat back and enjoyed it. I knew he 
was an experienced race driver. He took some real 
chances on a cliff road with a huge drop off, which I 
didn’t think was too wise, but he was good and I knew 
he was in total control.” Chuck smiled wistfully, as he 
returned to Turin; he thought to himself, “That might 
have been the best day of my life.”
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FERRARI

Chuck’s first Ferrari, his ’63 Lusso.

Chuck’s Daytona.

Chuck takes delivery of his Ferrari F40.

Chuck’s extensive collection of Ferrari books, literature, and models.

Chuck’s last Ferrari, a 456M.

“I love Ferraris. There’s nothing in the 
world that compares with a Ferrari. 
They keep me enthused. Ferraris have 
always been the ultimate expression 
of automotive art and design, as well 
as the most exciting cars on earth. 
Whenever I was stuck on a particular 
design problem, I’d go out in my Ferrari 
for half an hour and Pow! I was back up 
to speed.”—Chuck
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MEMOIRS

“Chuck was full of pride, with a 
mischievous spark in his eyes. He loved 
life, hard work, and having fun with those 
closest to him. My classy friend and 
mentor, Chuck Jordan.”—Jerry Palmer

Jerry Palmer and Chuck.

Keith and Mary Kay Crain with Chuck.

Chuck’s friends John Mellberg and Ron VanGelderen.

Three VPs: Jack Telnack, Tom Gale, and Chuck.
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MEMOIRS

Brian Werker’s famous Jordan front end cartoon.

Chuck’s Daytona mocked up as “Superfly.” Studio humor from 1957.
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“It somehow seemed that Chuck Jordan and General Motors would go on forever. 
Well of course that’s not reality, but it just seemed like both should. I was one of 
many young designers privileged to work for General Motors and Chuck Jordan. 
Working at GM Design Staff was more than having a really cool job, it was at most 
like belonging to a very exclusive cult and Chuck Jordan was one of the high priests. 
 Chuck was more than professional; he was passionate about automotive 
design and working for General Motors. He didn’t ask or require you to have this 
same passion, he just expected it. Personalities, differences of opinion, power and 
privileges were irrelevant to his drive to get things right.”—Dave Stollery

MEMOIRS

Chuck gives John Glen a tour.

VP Chuck rekindles design creativity. 

“The last time I saw him at Pebble Beach he just seemed 
fit as a stiff fiddle and able to soldier on forever. That 
he was the man who hired me does not begin to tell of 
the importance he played in my career and in my own 
maturing process. He never forgot the perfect moment. 
When our son Derek was born he surprised us with a Ferrari 
‘Racing Jumpsuit’ for infants that Catherine treasured and 
has kept for Derek’s kids.”—Chris Bangle
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MEMOIRS

“One Monday morning while we were working on the first Toronado, Chuck walked 
in wearing a brand new, medium camel color suit. Camel colored blazers were 
popular but no one had ever seen a camel colored suit.
 Chuck’s visits down the line of production studios were proceeded by warning 
phone calls from the different Chief Designers. First he would visit Chevrolet, then 
Pontiac, Oldsmobile, Buick, and finally Cadillac Studio. Each would call the next to 
be visited as a warning.
 By the time he got to Buick, Paul Dessen, one of the Buick designers, had 
made a suit of very similar color out of paper and was wearing it. As Chuck walked 
in the studio, Paul walked out of the back room wearing his “camel” suit.
 Chuck broke up. He saw it as a complement as the news traveled around the 
building in a flash. Dave Holls was the Buick Chief at the time and I am sure that he 
had something to do with it. Humor at GM Design was a well appreciated diversion 
for the creative high pressure that was constantly underway.”—Dick Ruzzin

Chuck with one of his favorite designs—the ’71 Opel Commodore Coupe. Chuck  trying to get it right.
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MEMOIRS

Chuck judging at the Dana Point Concourse, in June 2010. 

Chuck’s with his long-time friend George Barris

Chuck’s after work therapy building and shaping scale Ferrari models.

“I owed so much to Chuck because he literally saved me, when I was out of money 
to continue at Art Center. In those days he was the head hunter who regularly came 
out to Art Center to select some promising talent from the 8th semester class. Part of 
his job was to check on the upcoming students as well, and that’s how I got to know 
him. I was just in 4th semester, so hardly well trained, but he was still encouraging 
when he saw my work and love for automobiles. When I realized I wouldn’t have the 
money to continue school, I called him in Warren and explained my situation. I had a 
paid airline ticket within a day and flew back to interview. I was just 19 when I hired in 
at Styling. If it hadn’t have been for Chuck, I’d never have had the opportunity to do 
the things I have, and for that I’m eternally grateful.”—Peter Brock

Chuck with his archives.
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MEMOIRS

“Whether Chuck walked into a room 
or an outdoor area such as Meadow 
Brook, his presence immediately 
radiated and could be felt by those in 
his presence. You might say he is one 
of the last of the Mohicans, one of the 
greats, from those iconic moments in 
GM’s history that resonate so loudly 
today and will continue to resonate in 
automotive history forever. For all of us 
there are some things that can never 
be taken away; among tem such things 
as Chuck’s great influence on so many 
of the legendary automotive designs of 
General Motors.”—Joe Bortz

Jordanism: “Beware of the designer who 
talks too much.”

In 1991, Chuck fulfilled a young boy’s dream, through Make a Wish 
Foundation, with a ride in a Ferrari F40.

Chuck and Sergio judging at Pebble Beach in 2004.

Mark’s Mazda Miata design with his dad Chuck.
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CHUCK’S STUDENTS

Chuck’s hands-on time with his students.

“I volunteer because I had some 
teachers in High school and at 
M.I.T. who meant a lot to me—who 
understood creativity and taught 
me to do things differently. I always 
appreciated the mentors I had. Also, I 
get to draw again! You can’t just talk 
about design—you have to SHOW them 
what you do, and, one more thing; 
I’d rather hang out with kids than old 
folks!”—Chuck
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CHUCK’S STUDENTS

”When working with our students, Chuck’s mission was always to push them beyond 
what they knew—to create something they had not seen. Chuck came to our high 
school each day with that gleam in his eye, the excitement in his voice, and shared 
the passion in his heart for creative design.
 I don’t believe many of our staff, students, and parents realized what a privilege 
and honor it was to work with an international leader in automotive design. It was 
an opportunity of a lifetime! His teaching and generosity was from his heart—and it 
was free! During the dog days of being a principal, I would often sneak away to join 
Chuck and the students in the design studio, just draw with them, and listen to the 
experiences in the world of automotive design that Chuck would share with them— 
a tremendous hour of therapy for me!“—Larry Martinsen, Principal (retired), Vallhalla 
High School

Project car from Chuck’s Valhalla High School automotive design class.
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CHUCK AND SALLY

Chuck and Sally celebrated 58 years of marriage.

Their first Corvette.

An early family portrait.

“I could have never imagined such a 
wonderful life.”—Sally
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FAMILY

One of Chuck’s and Mark’s visits to Ferrari. Chuck and daughter Melissa.

Chuck and daughter Deb.
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FAMILY

Brad and Chuck.

Family fun in Northern Michigan.

Faithful traveling companion Jacque.

“For me, my grandfather was my idol, 
and everything I want to be in my life—
successful, humble, thoughtful, loving, 
empathetic, gifted, spiritual, generous, 
inspirational, and most importantly, an 
amazing father and grandfather.” 
—Brad Meyer, Grandson 



22

FAMILY

“Chuck was more than just my husband’s grandfather. He was a mentor, a  
teacher and a friend. He taught me to not take myself too seriously, let passion  
fuel my drive, always find joy in the small stuff, and never pass up an opportunity  
to celebrate.”—Kari Meyer, Granddaughter

Mark and Celia Jordan’s wedding. Top row, left to right: Debra Bryan, Troy Meyer, Taylor Matta, Jon Hall, Melissa Hall, and Steve Bryan.
Bottom row, left to right: Brad Meyer, Kari Meyer, Chuck, Celia Jordan, Mark Jordan, Sally Jordan, and Jordan Bryan.
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FAMILY

Chuck with grandsons Brad, 
Taylor, Troy, and Jordan.

Chuck with all his grandsons—Troy, Jordan, Brad, 
and Taylor, 2009. 



“Well, I’m HONORED.”


